Phycopeltis  prolifera Chandra

Division Chlorophycota

Order     Trentepohliales

Family   Trentepohliaceae

Phycopeltis  prolifera Chandra

Plants adpressed to the adaxial surface of  the leaves  of a few orchids occurring as whitish to brownish  Spots; larger, throughout the leaves , present in the midrib,   base and the tips.   Thallus circular, slightly wavy in outline with  regular margin, 300 to 462 mm in  diameter.  Central cells regular 6.6 mm in diameter, arranged alternately in two rows; cells 5 to 9.9 mm long and 6.6  to 9.9 mm broad, polygonal.   Radiating filaments regular, dichotomously branched.,  compactly arranged.  When the lobes of the thallus come together and get adpressed, cells become irregular at the portion of joining of the lobes. Cells 9.9 to 13.2 mm long, 6.6 to9.9 mm broad.  Marginal cells bifid, 9.9 to 16.5 mm long and 3.3 to 8.3 mm broad., very rarely lobed.  If  lobed, very slightly.  Reproductive structures not found.  Many daughter thalli adpressed together at the margins.  Many marginal proliferations are seen repeating the features of the parent thallus..

Habitat Epiphyllous on the adaxial surface of the leaves of Cymbidium aloefolium in  Orchidarium, Botanical Survey of  India Yercaud.

(Ref:Indian Hydrobiology. Vol 7; No.1&2  p. 235-247 ;  Aug.2004)

